TICKETS FOR LINCOLN BICENTENNIAL KICK-OFF EVENTS NOW ON SALE

WASHINGTON – A ticket package for the February 2008 events kicking off the national Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial is now on sale from the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission.

The ALBC is planning two days of events – February 11 and 12 – in Louisville and Hodgenville, Kentucky.  Lincoln was born near Hodgenville on February 12, 1809.

The Premier Lincoln Package, which grants admission to all of the kick-off events, is now available from the ALBC.  To order the $200 Package, go to www.abrahamlincoln200.org and look for the link under “Latest News” on the home page.

The kick-off events include, on February 11:

· “Lincoln on Leadership” Symposium.  Pulitzer Prize-winning author Doris Kearns Goodwin will headline the symposium in the afternoon at the Frazier International History Museum in Louisville.

· Champagne Reception.  Invited guests and Premier Lincoln Package holders will begin the evening’s festivities with a champagne reception at Louisville’s Kentucky Center.

· A Kentucky Tribute to Abraham Lincoln.  Radio journalist Bob Edwards will serve as master of ceremonies for the evening.  The Louisville Orchestra, joined by soprano Angela Brown as guest soloist, will offer a musical tribute, and Sam Waterston and Lincoln scholar Harold Holzer will perform their acclaimed production “Lincoln Seen and Heard,” a narrated and dramatic presentation of Lincoln’s life.

On February 12, President Bush has been invited to deliver the keynote address during the formal opening ceremony at the Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Site near Hodgenville.   

The Premier Lincoln Package includes admission to the Lincoln Symposium, admission to the Champagne Reception, preferred seating for A Kentucky Salute to Abraham Lincoln at the Kentucky Center, and seating at the opening ceremony at the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Site.

Beginning Friday, November 16, general admission tickets for only the Kentucky Salute to Abraham Lincoln can be purchased directly from the Kentucky Center online at www.kentuckycenter.org, by calling 502-584-7777, or visiting the box office.

The opening ceremony at the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Site on February 12 is free and open to the public.  Reservations are not required for the general admission standing areas.

For more information, visit the ALBC Web site or call 202-707-6998.
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